Böll-Forum WTO Ministerial Cancún

Draft Program “Agriculture and the WTO”, 12. September 2003

Best Western Hotel, Plaza Caribe, Tulum 13, Downtown Cancun
Agriculture and its treatment by and within the WTO will be one of the hottest issues in Cancun.  The negotiations are deadlocked, and many developing countries feel that their demands have not sufficiently been taken into consideration. Not only the Mexican setting itself, but also the (anticipated) strong presence of farmers’ and other rural interest organizations at Cancun will guarantee heated debates – and much civil society and media attention. The HBF has consequently decided to dedicate two major events at its Böll Forum to agriculture. 

First Panel 16 – 18 h :

“Greening agriculture in the face of globalization: A dialogue on the way forward”

Objectives:  Agriculture is shaping the face of the planet. Soil erosion and degradation, deforestation, loss of biodiversity, contamination of rivers and lakes, widespread use of toxic substances and fossil energy and rising greenhouse gas emissions are characterizing the spread of modern factory farming. At the same time, modern factory farming contributes to driving farmers off the land, replacing jobs with high inputs of capital and fossil energy.

The first panel will feature Renate Künast, German minister of Agriculture and Consumer Protection, in her role as a member of the Greens, of the German government and as a European politician. The event will stimulate a dialogue between her and other South and North experts in the field, giving them space to expound their ideas and explore possible ways of future cooperation, always ensuring the participation – and recognition – of views from the south. Furthermore this event should be an exploration of “common ground” and strategic alliances between South and North – social movements and progressive governments.

Issues: 

1.    What is the way forward towards greening agriculture? 

· Under which conditions is the opening of markets for agro products acceptable (how to achieve the protection of subsistence, accomplishment of environmental and social standards, food sovereignty)?

·  How to ensure social and environmental friendly agriculture/trade rules while taking into account development disparities? 

· Can there be something like positive protectionism? 

2. Which are the areas of political cooperation between South and North? 

 -     On which specific political claim can we agree?

 -     Which criteria should be applied in future when allocating public funds within the E.U.  and  elsewhere to agriculture?  

Suggested Attendees/ Speakers:

· Renate Künast (Minister of Consumer Protection, Food and Agriculture, Germany)
· Laura Carlson (CECCAM, Mexico)
· Peter Rosset (Food First, USA)
· Victor Suárez (Via Campesina, Mexico)
· Meena Rahman (Consumers Association of Penang/ Third World Network, Malaysia)  
Facilitator: Danielle Auroi (Member of the European Parliament, Green/EFA Group)

Second panel 18.30 – 20.30 h:

“Who will feed the world? Liberalization of agriculture trade through the Agreement on Agriculture, and food sovereignty”

Objectives:  The Agreement on Agriculture is one of the most controversial agreements in the WTO. At the Doha Ministerial, countries agreed to negotiations on “substantial improvements in market access; reductions of, with a view to phasing out, all forms of export subsidies; and substantial reductions in trade-distorting domestic support”.

The second panel seeks to be more controversial in order to live up to the HBF ideals of creating a discussion space for a pluralistic world. It will start with a short presentation of the AoA Policy Paper and its demands, inviting to debate. The discussion about “Agricultural Liberalization vs Food Sovereignty” give voices to the south with their criticisms and proposals (Policy Paper prepared by Asian and Mexican Partners) in discussion with representatives from governments/parliaments defending partly or totally opposing views. Their most prominent counterpart will be EU Commissioner for Agriculture  Franz Fischler who will answer to their criticism and lay out the EU position in Cancún.
Issues:

· What are the effects of the AoA on food sovereignty, especially in developing countries/ small-scale farmers and women?
· What are the alternative proposals to the Cancún and current EU agenda?
· A special focus on trade distortions disfavoring development countries such as subsidies and dumping measures!
· What are the Commission’s essential issues in the negotiations with respect to the concept of multifunctionality (consumer protection, environment, employment, animal protection etc.), and what are its long-term visions of implementation in developing countries? 

· Is it not true that it contravenes the EU’s propaganda that the competitiveness of its agricultural sector must be secured in the world market?
Suggested Attendes/ Speakers:

· Franz Fischler (EU Commissioner for Agriculture)
· Renate Künast (Minister of Consumer Protection, Food and Agriculture, Germany)
· Roberto Rodrigues (Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply, Brazil)

· Vandana Shiva (Diverse Women for Diversity, India)

· Arze Glipo (IRDF, Philippines)

· Gonzalo Fanjul (Oxfam Internacional, Spain)
Facilitator: Barbara Unmüssig (President of the Heinrich Boell Foundation)
