Strategic Dialogue on Commodities, Trade, Poverty and Sustainable Development. Barcelona, 13-15 June 2005.

Draft Agenda (Summary)

Day 1 morning:

Introduction: 
Setting the scene
Day 1 afternoon:

Session 1:  
What can be achieved in the Doha Round of trade negotiations? 

This session will explore how WTO negotiations might address oversupply and long-term price declines in commodity markets by removing trade distortions and barriers. In particular, it will review relevant provisions in the WTO July framework such those dealing with dumping, food aid, tropical products, special products, special safeguard mechanisms, and the erosion of preferences.
Day 2 morning:

Session 2:  
Revisiting Supply Management Mechanisms

This session will address issues related to the long term price declines and volatility of commodities. It will explore lessons learnt from International Commodity Agreements and national experiences as well as options for re-introducing elements of supply management both at the national and international level. 

Day 2 afternoon:

Session 3: Diversification and incentives for sustainable production of commodities
This session will address specific finance or trade mechanisms to promote trade in commodities which have been produced more sustainably, such as preferential finance mechanisms, and preferential market access conditions such as GSP schemes. 

Day 3 morning:

Session 4: 
Competition, corporate accountability and the role of producers and workers organisations
This session will address issues related to growing corporate concentration in commodity markets and the impact of imbalances of market power on primary producers.  
Day 3 afternoon:

· Four working group sessions

· Discussion in plenary of research and action agenda identified in working groups

· Wrap up and follow up 

