Announcement : Draft program

Market access revisited 

Towards an EU-mandate for fairer trade

The case of Agriculture

European Parliament, Brussels 20 September 2005

A civil society workshop challenging the current EU strategy in WTO multilateral negotiations. Co-organised by the Greens/EFA in the European Parliament, Heinrich Böll-Foundation, Collectif Stratégies Alimentaires (CSA), the European Platform on Food Sovereignty and the EU-Fair Trade Advocacy Office
Background

The mandate of the new EU-Commission for negotiations in the WTO is now six years old. Since 1999 the world has changed. Seattle, Doha, Cancun and Geneva have shown weaknesses of the WTO as an organisation but also deficiencies of the negotiation strategies of the EU-Commission. 

On September 19, EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson will chair a symposium with business representatives organised by the European Commission  in the European Parliament on: "Market access and external aspects of competitiveness."

On September 20, a group of civil society organisations supported by the Greens/EFA in the European Parliament invite the general public to a strategic workshop on:  "Market Access Revisited - towards an EU mandate for fairer trade- the case of agriculture."

The workshop will analyse the current mandate and negotiation strategy of the EU in the preparations of the WTO ministerial meeting which will take place in Hong Kong in December this year. Trade in agricultural products is still at the core of conflicts between the industrialised and developing countries

The workshop will focus on access to food for those most in need, on conditions for fairer trade, remunerative prices and the inclusion of social and ecological criteria in the trade negotiations, all of which have been marginalized in the WTO process. It will deal with instruments like supply management, qualified market access and fair trade rules as alternatives to trade liberalisation. The workshop will also analyse the proposals of various African countries to stabilise prises for primary products.

The workshop encourages the participation of all stakeholders interested in shaping fairer trade policies. We especially encourage especially the participation of Parliamentarians, NGOs active in this field, the FAO and the EU-Commission. 

Registration: Would you please disseminate this draft programme in your different networks.  Should you wish to participate, please fill in the registration form below and send it back to us.  

DRAFT Agenda

9.00 Welcome of the participants by Marie-Helène Aubert MEP and Friedrich Wilhelm Graefe zu Baringdorf MEP

9.15 Key note address of Commissioners Peter Mandelson on the EU-market access strategy of the European Commission and its consequences for internal and external agricultural markets (to be confirmed) 

9.45 Questions and comments by the organisers of workshop and participants

10.15 Access to export markets versus access to domestic agricultural markets 

How to reach a remunerative price level? The cases of West Africa, Brazil and the European Union. Contributions of farmers, consumers and fair trade organisations 

11.15 Conditions for fairer trade and markets in agricultural products

Evaluation of concepts and instruments: Supply Management, Food Sovereignty, Qualified Market Access 

12.15 - 12.30 Conclusions by the organisers
Formulaire d’Inscription/  Registration form
European Parliament, Brussels 20 September 2005

9h00 à 12h45

Name of participant: ________________________________________________________

Organisation: ______________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________

Phone & Fax: ______________________________________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________
For further information please contact:

CSA,  Julie Tomé
Phone 32 2 412 06 60  Fax 32 2 412 06 66

e-mail: julie.tome@csa-be.org
