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          Vlaamse regering


Minister-President and Flemish Minister for Institutional Reform, Agriculture, Sea Fisheries and Rural Policy, Yves Leterme

Walloon Minister for Agriculture, Rural Policy, Environment and Tourism, Benoît Lutgen

Flemish Minister for Administrative Affairs, Foreign Policy, Media and Tourism,  Geert Bourgeois

Walloon Minister of Research, New Technologies and External Relations, Madame Simonet

In cooperation with 

The Confederation of Belgian Beet Growers

Plate-Forme Souveraineté Alimentaire 

Landbouwwerkgroep van het Vlaams Overleg Duurzame Ontwikkeling, 

The European Platform for Food Sovereignty

Introduction

The reform of the Common Market Organisation for sugar is in the news since many months now. Many parties have commented on it or taken up positions. The stakes are high for European agriculture and the European economy. However this reform cannot be isolated from its international context. 

The ruling of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) panel has focussed attention on European exports. This ruling certainly intensifies the pressure to reform the sugar CMO. Commissioner Fischer-Boel has declared her intention to respect the panel decision, adding that she will “continue to defend the legitimate interests of sugar producers and consumers in EU and ACP countries”. But in addition to the European exports, there are also important topics to be considered in connection with sugar imports, such as the preferential conditions the EU grants to ACP countries through the Sugar Protocol and to the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) through “Everything but Arms.”  How can the legitimate interests of EU member states and ACP countries be established, while respecting the commitments made towards the Least Developed Countries? How can these common interests be converted into reform proposals?

Both governments and civil society organisations have stated their positions on the sugar CMO reform. It is clear from these declarations that the current discussions are not essentially of a technical nature. In Europe and the developing countries the debate hinges on matters such as world market regulation, development policies and agricultural policies. Recognising the need for regulation of the European sugar market, this seminar will pursue two aims - reflecting on how trade can be made into a driver of development and stimulating the discussion of instruments for mutually-supportive trade, taking account of LDC proposals for regulated access. It will be attended by policy-makers from Europe and developing countries and representatives of civil society and the sugar industry.

programme
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	9.00
	:
	Registration and coffee

	9. 30
	:
	Opening of the conference, Xavier De Cuyper, chair
Introductory Speech by Ms. Sabine Laruelle, Minister of Agriculture: 
The current proposals for the reform of the European Common Market Organisation for sugar. State of play and key issues. 
Introduction by Thierry Kesteloot on behalf of the organisers

	Morning:        THE NEED FOR A REGULATED MARKET

Chair: 
Xavier De Cuyper, General Policy Director, Deputy P.M.  Reynders

	10.00   
	:
	The international sugar market

Analysis of the operation and imperfections of the international sugar market, the evolution of supply and demand, substitutes, by-products and possibilities for regulation.
J.F. Sneessens, Prof. UCL, Secretary General of the Confederation of Belgian Beet Growers 

	10.15
	:
	Sugar and development - an ambiguous relationship

The impact of trade on the different production structures, the implications of preferential agreements and the dangers of dependency on exports of a single agricultural commodity

Elisabeth Lacoste, Agri-economiste, Consultant, Cyclope

	10.30
	:
	Forms of market organization. Three voices

· A Brazilian perspective: Elisangela Araujo, Fetraf 

· A European perspective: Manfred Schulz, Rübenbauernbund für Niederösterreich und Wien, Austria

· A Kenyan perspective: Francis Mungo Waswa, Chief Executive of the Kenyan Sugar Growers Association (KESGA) [image: image7.wmf]

	11.10
	:
	

	11.30
	:
	Panel and debate

Minister President Leterme, Minister Bourgeois, Ambassador Gomes of Guyana,  Ambassador Ali Yousiff of Sudan

	12.30
	:
	Lunch


	Afternoon:         TOWARDS A MUTUALLY SUPPORTIVE REGIME

Chair: 
José Renard, Director, Walloon Ministry of Agriculture

	13.30
	:
	External negotiations affecting regulated trade in sugar. The state of play.

Multilateral agreements WTO (Doha Development Agenda, the Sugar Panel; bilateral agreements (regional trade agreements - Mercosur, EPAs); unilateral agreements (the Generalised System of Preferences, revision of the Rules of Origin, Everything but Arms)
Marc Rosiers, Director General, Subel

	13.45
	:
	Are the Generalised System of Preferences and the Rules of Origin a threat to a mutually supportive sugar regime?

Technical presentation covering advantages and disadvantages, lessons to be learned from the Balkan case, whether regulation is still possible and the impact on development.
René Poismans, Member of Minister Lutgen’s Staff

Reactions from the public and discussion

	14.30
	:
	Proposals for a mutually supportive sugar regime:

· LDC proposals: Ray De Allende, LDC Sugar Group

· Belgian proposals: Jean Marot, Deputy Head of Staff of Minister of Agriculture Benoît Lutgen

· Proposals of the European civil society platforms: Anne Wagner, French platform

	15.00
	:
	

	15.15
	:
	Panel and debate with political representatives [ambassador Ali Syed Maudud of Bangladesh, ambassador Gomes of Guyana, Mr JM Rodriguez Molina of Spain, Mme S. Dewispelaere of the flemish government, Mr Jean Marot of the Walloon government][image: image8.wmf]

	16.15
	:
	Closing Speech: Minister Geert Bourgeois, Minister of External Relations, Flanders


Practical Information


Date

Thursday June 9, 2005, from  9.00 to 16.15
Place

Palais d’Egmont, Petit Sablon 8, 1000 Brussels (Main Hall)
Transport : 
Train: Bruxelles-Central 

Metro: "Louise" 

Tram: 92, 93 or 94

Simultaneous Interpretation
French - Dutch - English
Conference organisers 

Collectif Stratégies Alimentaires, 184D Bd Léopold II, 1080 Brussels, 

Tel: 02/412.06.60 

Oxfam-Solidariteit, 60 Rue des Quatre-Vents, 1080 Brussels, Tel: 02/501.67.55

Vredeseilanden, Blijde Inkomststraat 50, 3000 Leuven, Tel: 016/31.65.80

Wervel, 333 Rue du Progrès, Bte 9, 1030 Brussels, Tel: 02/203.60.29

Registration

To register for the conference please email or fax by June, 1, 2005 the attached form to Mélanie Raimbault (sca@oxfamsol.be, fax n° 02/511.89.19). You will subsequently receive a letter of confirmation, which you will be required to show when entering the conference venue, for security reasons. 
Conference organised with the support of

Flanders government   Walloon government        
Europaid

    DGDC
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