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Tuesday 2 May 2006

	Opening session

	09h00-09h30
	Opening remarks 

	
	
Sir John Kaputin, Secretary General of the ACP Group

	
	
Mr Philip Mikos, Head of Unit Environment and Rural Development, DG    

           Development, European Commission

	
	
Mr Njogou Fall, President of ROPPA

	
	
Mr Alex Danau, CSA (Collectif Stratégies Alimentaires) 

	
	
Dr Hansjörg Neun, Director of CTA

	
	

	09h30-09h45
	Introduction of the goals and agenda of the workshop

	
	

	Session 1. 
Overview of smallholder farming and the Farmers' Organisations (FOs) in ACP countries – what are the prospects for smallholders in ACP countries?


The importance of agriculture for ACP countries is no longer being questioned, and in the context of the ACPs, it is impossible to speak about agriculture without speaking about smallholder farming. Large-scale agriculture seems just as badly hit by the crisis as the smallholder farming, which has an unarguable capacity to resist, but yet is seriously affected. Debates must take place on how this second type of agriculture survives and on the importance of maintaining it. To make a sound analysis, the small-holder organisations must be involved.

	
	

	09h45-10h35
	 Keynote papers

	
	

	
	Is there a future for smallholder farming in ACP countries?

What is the definition of smallholder farming? What is its social and economic importance in the ACP countries? Why should this type of agriculture be supported? Wouldn't it be better to restructure agriculture according to a model that can benefit from economies of scale and be more competitive on the international markets? What are the advantages of smallholder farming vs large-scale agriculture?

	
	
Professor Marcel Mazoyer, Institut National Agronomique Paris-Grignon 

	
	

	
	The role and contribution of women and the role of young farmers in smallholder farming 

	
	Recognition of the role played by women in smallholder farming is key. What is the involvement of women farmers in the decision making process? Isn’t their contribution a guarantee for the success of innovative strategies?

Similarly, unless major importance is given to the young farmers, the transmission of knowledge and know-how will be jeopardised. Further, the survival of farming depends on them.

	
	
Mrs Marcela Villarreal, FAO

	
	

	10h35-10h50
	Coffee break

	
	

	10h50-13h00
	The perspective of the Farmers' Organisations

	
	All the ACP regional organisations will present their political, economic and social perspectives of the situation. What is the role of farmers organisations and service providers? How do they think the crisis in agriculture can be overcome and what are the opportunities? Each Farmer’s Organisation will explain the role that it can or wishes to play in developing smallholder farming and the importance of structuring the farmers' organisations and networks.

	
	
Mr Ndiogou Fall, ROPPA, West Africa

	
	
Ms Elizabeth Atangana, PROPAC, Central Africa 

	
	
Mr Philip Kiriro, EAFF, East Africa

	
	
Mr Ajoy Vashee, SACAU, Southern Africa

	
	
Mr Renwik Rose, WINFA, Windward Island Farmers Association, Caribbean 

	
	
Ms Helen Russell, PINA, Pacific 

	
	

	13h00-14h30
	Lunch

	
	

	14h30-14h50
	What the Farmers' Organisations have to say

	
	Presentation of the evolution of family farming in Europe


Mr Jacques Morineau, Network for Sustainable Agriculture

	
	The role of women and young farmers in Europe

Ms Elena Vitaioli, Coldiretti - CEJA 

	14h50-15h10
	Discussion

	15h10-15h30
	Summary of issues common to the different regions


Mr Ousmane Ndiaye, Mrs Mercy Karanja.

	
	

	15h15-15h30
	Coffee break

	
	

	Session 2. 
Recognition of FOs' views in the commercial and agricultural policy-making process in ACP countries


How to reduce the effects of globalisation and liberalisation on the small-holder farmers and what are the opportunities? Can the small-holder farming survive without agricultural policies that favour small-scale agriculture? What role can the FOs play to help improve national, regional and international policies?

	
	

	15h30-16h00
	Introduction

	
	Context, legitimacy and necessity of an agricultural policy

Prof Jean-François Sneessens, UCL, Belgium

	
	

	
	Panel discussions
National, regional and international organisations will present their experiences in participating as farmers' representatives in drawing up an agricultural policy or a public policy related to agriculture, and show how the interests and concerns of the farmers are being taken into account. The connections between the different levels will give an indication of the partnerships that are needed amongst the various stakeholders (public, FOs, civil society, agribusiness)

	16h00-17h00
	Panel 1: The involvement of FOs in agricultural and rural development policies at the national level

	
	
Mr Ibrahim Coulibaly, CNOP, Mali 

	
	
Mr  John Mutunga, KENFAP, Kenya

	
	
Mr  Olivier Durand, World Bank

	
	
Mr  Philippe Audinet, IFAD

	17h00-18h00
	Discussion

	19h00
	Drink (Bus will depart at 18h30)


Wednesday 3 May 2006

	08h30-09h30
	Panel 2: The participation of FOs in regional agricultural policies, including EPAs

	
	
Mr Wedeghaber Kidane, Policy Assistance Division, AU/NEPAD Focal 
point, FAO

	
	
Dr Michael Waithaka, Eastern and Central Africa Programme for 
Agricultural Policy Analysis, ECAPAPA/ASARECA

	
	
Dr Ibrahim Assane Mayaki, Executive Director of ‘Hub’, platform of 
'information and support to the development of agricultural and rural 
policies in West and Central Africa

	
	
Mr. Ndiogou Fall, président, ROPPA

	
	
Mr Claude Maerten, Head of Unit EPAs, DG Trade, Mr Giorgio Cocchi, 

           Ms Florence Van Houtte, DG Development, European Commission

	09h30-10h30 
	Discussion

	
	

	10h30-10h45
	Coffee break

	
	

	10h45-11h45


	Panel 3: What are the priorities of FOs in international policies on ACP agricultural products?

Are the FOs involved in the debates and negotiations on the regional and international agricultural policies? What are the processes which facilitate their consultation? What is the involvement of FOs in the implementation of those policies at international and ACP-EU level with specific reference to the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs).

	
	
Mr Carlos A. Primo Braga, Senior Advisor, International Trade 
Department, the World Bank

	
	
Mme Isabelle Mamaty, Commodities Analyst IFAP

	
	
Mr Saliou Sarr, CNCR

	
	
H.E. Ferdinand Nyabenda, ASG Head of Sustainable Economic

            Development and Mr Viwanou Gnassounou, Commodities expert, ACP

            Secretariat

	
	
Mme Liselotte.Isaksson, Action plan for commodities, DG Development, 
European Commission

	11h45-12h45
	Discussion

	12h45-13h00
	Introduction to Working groups sessions

	
	

	13h00-14h30
	Lunch

	
	

	14h30-18h00
	Working Group: FOs and the formulation of agricultural policies in ACP countries

	
	1 Working Group at Borschette Centre (with interpretation)

	14h30-18h00
	3 Working Groups in City II (with interpretation)

	
	Departure at 14h30 from Borschette by bus


Thursday 4 May 2006

	08h30-09h15
	Presentation of the Working Group results in plenary

	
	

	Session 3. The role of FOs in financing and strengthening smallholder farming


Farmers support his farm, pays for his own and his family's labour, capitalises and finances vital investments by selling his output, but financing schemes for agriculture are also essential. Loans enable the farmers to obtain the capital required for their activity and buy the inputs needed to produce. 


Public investment is also needed to consolidate the situation in which agricultural transactions are carried out (credit can only be an effective tool if supported by profitable economic activity) and to pay for infrastructure and communications. Funding is not only needed for agricultural activities but also for professional structures since they can rarely count on membership dues or levies on the production. Non direct financial support is also essential such as training, dissemination of research results, information and communication amongst the FOs and between them and with the other actors.

	
	

	09h15-09h45
	Panel 1: Financing agricultural activities

	
	
Mme Betty Wampfler, Professor of Rural Economics at CNEARC, Researcher 
in Rural Finance at CIRAD

	
	
Experience a FOs in the management of micro credit systems for smallholder 
farming in English-speaking Africa

	
	
Experience of a FO in the management of micro credit systems for 
smallholder farming in the Caribbean

	09h45-10h30
	Discussion

	
	

	10h30-10h45
	Coffee break

	
	

	10h45-11h45
	Panel 2: Financing agricultural infrastructure and support services

	
	
Mr Yves Gillet,  DG Europaid, European Commission

	
	
Ms Veniece Pottinger, ASH Head of the Intra-ACP Programming, Dr.

            Magatte Coulibaly, Financing and Development Cooperation, ACP  
Secretariat

	
	
Mr Saliou Sarr, ASPRODEB Formalisation of contracts by FOs and FOs as 
contracting authorities, 

	
	
Dr Hansjörg Neun, Director of CTA, Philippe Audinet, IFAD on Information, 

           Training, support services for FOs

	11h45-13h00
	Discussion

	
	Introduction to the working group

	
	

	13h00-14h30
	Lunch

	
	

	14h30-16h00
	Working Group: The role of FOs in funding and supporting smallholder farming at the local and the international level

	16h00-17h00
	Working group reports at the plenary and summary of discussions

	17h00
	Closing session

	
	
Mr Stefano Manservisi, Directeur Général du développement, Commission 
européenne
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