Project : joint South America – Europe soy seminar

Paris, France

Dear friends,

At the end of the European soy seminar held in Brussels last September 2005, participants suggested holding the next meeting in Paris in 2006, especially considering the fact several public opinion and lobby campaigns on soy are carried on in France in 2006. After several informal discussions with some of you, we have the pleasure to submit to you the following proposal : 

Background

Various European ONG carrying on advocacy actions on the soy issue initiated in 2004 a Soy European Network, impulsed by the Dutch Soy Coalition . This informal network already met twice (in Aachen in September 2004, and in Brussels in September 2005). 

The aim is to ensure information exchanges and, if possible, to arise synergies between initiatives, in particular regarding the work targeting European private sector. The objective is also to ensure a better coordination and coherence in the relations with the partners of South America on this issue.

Several angles linked to the soy issue were considered by these various organisations, mainly :

· Agricultural and rural policies reform, addressing the model of agricultural development and enhancing food sovereignty

· International agricultural trade rules reform : WTO negotiations, Agro-export oriented policies of Brazil, Argentina, etc.

· Denunciation of human rights violations (rural communities, indigenous people), including land rights, health etc. 

· Denunciation of environmental destructions (deforestation, loss of biodiversity, degradation of eco-systems…)

· Concentration and influence of companies controlling the soy chain and their responsibilities in the issues raised by soy expansion 

Objective : 

Pursue the work of articulation and dialogue between all the organizations involved on soy, with special attention to consolidating links and coherence between mobilisation in Europe and in South America.

Organisation : 

( Proposed date : 9-10 October 2006

Preceded by a South-American seminar on Sunday 8th October, in order to allow south American delegates to consolidate their positions.

( Participants : 

We expect the participation of, at least, 30 European and 10 South-American. 

( Preparation : a joint South-America / Europe steering committee will prepare the seminar.

Budget 

The cost is estimated at maximum 55 euros/participant including room meeting rental and lunches (which will be provided for in the place of the seminar, located in the heart of Paris). 
� As for the companies, several approaches co-exist : 1) a criteria approach aiming at defining with the companies criterion for a responsible and sustainable production concerning the soy trade 2) an approach pushing for State regulation of a Corporate Social responsibility of the companies on social and environmental impacts, among others the follow-up of the OECD standards 3) the approach of “indictment” or denunciation, with the example of the soy case building up for the Permanent People’s Tribunal, presented by Friends of the Earth Netherlands which is setting up a legal file specifying the responsibilities of companies in the violation of human rights.





