 Study and exchange trip on the future of family farming : Brazil/ Europe
Neither the need, nor the effectiveness of such study trip must be demonstrated.  It is through a direct interaction with producers, but also with other agents, that the representative of Brazilian producers will progress in their understanding of the agricultural question in a European context.  In the same way, this interaction will enable European representatives to better understand the complexity of Brazilian rural reality, may it be in terms of its regional diversity, or in terms of its profound structural differences between family farming and large agro-industrial firms.
It is important that Brazilian family farmers get the opportunity to confront their experience to family farming in Europe, especially as the latter is the dominant mode of agriculture in a majority of EU member states.   In exchange, this Brazilian delegation must expose to its European interlocutors its preoccupations regarding the expectations and the support of family farming in Brazil. 
The important differences in agrarian structure within this State of continental dimensions suggest that the gaps between family farms in Brazil and in Europe are less important than those separating family farms from agro-industrial firms in Brazil.  In other words, Brazilian and European family farmers have a lot to gain in understanding this convergence of interests and in defending a common view on the international stage.
Sugar, milk, cotton and meat have opposed Brazil and the European Union within the WTO without producers from both continents having had the possibility to exchange information on their real mutual conditions of production, on the necessity of public intervention, or on the advantages available to them…

At the end of the trip, the exchanges will have put into perspective the future of family farming in both -Brazilian and European- contexts and will have allowed identifying a common path to support and perpetuate this mode of farming over time.  
Objectives
· To introduce Brazilian farmers’ organizations to European agriculture and the institutional system linked to it (public and private).
· To allow Brazilian organizations to benefit from European experiences in supporting family farming and the evolution of it 
· To give European institutions a better perception of what is at stake in Brazilian agriculture, particularly with respect to family farming. 
· To create links between European and Brazilian organizations that can lead to an operational cooperation.
Themes to be discussed
· Evolution of structures and modes of production in some European countries 
· Evolution of structures of production linked to animal production and feeding of livestock 
· Overview of institutions concerning agriculture (EC, EP, ESC, ACP, OECD)
· The different forms of organizations (unions and cooperatives).
· The European public support system (education, research, credits, aids, quotas, young farmers, etc…)
· Marketing systems and relationship with other agents in different branches (super markets, industries, dairy industry, consumers, etc.). Examples of short branches,  direct sale
· Valorisation and promotion of agro-ecological means of productions 
· Organisation of the dialogue between farmers and public authorities 
· Trading strategies and negotiations within the WTO 
· Cooperation in agriculture with developing countries
· Disagreements between Europe and Brazil : the point of view of family farmers
· Collaboration on a technical, commercial and political level
Delegation from Brazil :

A delegation of the Federation of Family Farming from Brazil (FETRAF) made up of 17 members (representatives of agricultural organizations but also three deputies and two representatives of co-operatives) will do a study trip in Europe from the 29th of May until the 10th of June 2005 around the topic: The Future of Family Farming Brazil/Europe. The delegation will visit 4 countries (Germany, Belgium, France and Netherlands) to discover European family farming but also to share its own experience and the complexity of Brazilian rural reality.
The FETRAF-SUL/CUT to which belong the members of this delegation, is the best organised federation of family farmers.
It is a regional organisation of the 3 Southern states of Brazil which was created in 2001.  Today, the FETRAF-SUL has 85 000 members.  
Besides the FETRAF-SUL, other family farming federations have been founded in the states of São Paulo, Mato Grosso do Sul, Piauí, Ceará, Pernambuco, Bahia, Paraíba and Rio Grande do Norte.  In the Northern region, the Federation of Pará has informed that it intended to become an organisation of workers working exclusively in “rural family production”.
For the part few years, these family farming organisations have been meeting on a regular basis at the national level to debate and coordinate their actions in defence of family farming in Brazil.  In June 2004, during a large national meeting to which participated more than 2 000 grassroots representatives, it was decided to federate all the organisations in a great national federation of family farmers and to articulate this federation with other economic organisations involved in family farming.

Coordination and organisation of the study trip
The Collectif Stratégies Alimentaires asbl and the following organizations have coordinated themselves to ensure the good realization of this study and exchange trip: 
-  France : le Gret et RAD

-  Netherlands : Solidaridad, Cordaid, Kerkinactie, NAJK, LAJK et Agriterra

-  Germany : ABL

- Flandres : Wervel

- Wallonia, Institutions et organisations européennes : CSA

Fundação Heinrich Böll – Brasil e Internacional - www.boell.de
Secretaria da Agricultura Familiar – MDA - www.mda.gov.br

CSA- Collectif Stratégies Alimentaires – Bélgica www.csa-be.org
Wervel – www.wervel.be
Netzwerk gentechnikfreie Landwirtschaft / AbL – Alemanha -  www.abl-ev.de/gentechnik
GRET – Groupe de Recherche et d’ Échanges Technologiques - França  - www.gret.org
RAD – Réseau Agriculture Durable – França – www.agriculture-durable.org 

Solidaridad – Holanda - www.solidaridad.org
NAJK e LAJK – Nederlands Agrarisch Jongeren Kontact – Holanda - www.najk.nl
Agriterra – Holanda – Holanda - www.agriterra.org

Study trip organized with the support of:
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