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WTO Symposium Event:

Agricultural Dumping, Import Surges and the Price Crisis – What reforms are needed?
The WTO negotiations on agriculture are at a critical juncture. Most Members want specific commitments to cut trade-distorting domestic support, the absolute elimination of export subsidies and significant cuts to agricultural tariffs. Why? To create a fairer market place for agricultural commodities. 

However, do the means match the end? This panel will present both farmer experience and academic research to demonstrate that the elimination of subsidies to agriculture will do little to affect the most important problem confronting family farmers, especially in developing countries: depressed prices. Most commodity prices are in crisis, as FAO and many others have shown. Commodity growers cannot even cover their cost of production with market prices, in developed and developing countries alike. Most subsidies are a symptom of the problem—not the root cause.

Meanwhile, the G33 has made specific proposals to end the damage to their rural economies caused by the dumping of under-priced commodities in world markets. These measures, including a special safeguard and exemptions from tariff cuts for certain designated special products, continue to meeting resistance from many countries. The panelists will underline the importance of protecting a measure of domestic policy space for countries to adapt their trade policy to meet their broader development goals. By using the examples of soybean production and the trade in so-called chicken waste (dark chicken meat rejected by consumers in rich countries), the panelists will highlight some of the myths around subsidies and their impact, and will propose other trade rules to protect and promote a fairer market place for commodities.       

Panelists will highlight the problems of unmanaged commodity production, and the extraordinary concentration of market power in a handful of transnational food processing and marketing companies. This has led to unprecedented levels of commodity price depression worldwide. The beneficiaries of these policies are transnational food trading, processing and marketing companies, both in the North and South. Producers worldwide are the losers and many have joined together in a call for new rules to govern international trade in agriculture 
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