*Provisional programme:* 

0900      Registration 
0930      Welcome to participants, who will be asked to briefly introduce themselves or their organisations and their relevant interests 
1030      Coffee break 
1045      _The Working Group's plans and financing_ 
An extended discussion, with the following questions offered for decision: 
1.      How wide should the Working Group range?  Should it focus on agricultural commodity markets in general, or specifically on tropical export crops?  (Please note that the afternoon session topics do not pre-empt this decision.) 
2.      What should the Working Group's practical tasks be?  How often will it meet and how else will it communicate? 
3.      How can the Working Group's activities be financed? 
1330      Lunch 
1430      _The African Group's proposal on commodities trade at the WTO_ 
The proposal seeks, among other things, a clarification of WTO rules about the international management of commodity supplies, with the aim of reducing surpluses on commodity markets.  Questions proposed for discussion are: 
1.      What does the proposal mean in the light of the recent suspension of the Doha Round negotiations? 
2.      How can we now use commodities to transform the approach to development? 
1600      Coffee break 
1615      _International Commodity Management_ 
Are international arrangements similar to the former operation of the International Commodity Agreements now feasible, or should we press for something else?  This is once again topical in view of the European Commission's current evaluation of the ICAs. 
1745      Summary and conclusions 
1800      End of meeting 

*  Please note that the meeting will be held in English.  Regrettably, no interpretation with other languages is anticipated, due to lack of funds.  It is hoped that this can be rectified in the future. 

*Further information and reservations:* 

Tom Lines (Convenor of Working Group), 5 St Peter's Place, Brighton, BN1 4SA, England.  Tel. +44-1273-628693.  E-mail tlines@globalnet.co.uk <mailto:tlines@globalnet.co.uk>.
